Gainesville Innovation District Sewer Capacity Project
1.A.
The project includes sewer capacity improvements needed to accommodate growth in the
Gainesville Innovation District Infrastructure Improvement Area (I-District IIA). Figure 1 shows
the general location of the IIA and the sewer improvements.
The I-District IIA is a 248 acre area located adjacent to the University of Florida in Gainesville,
Florida. The area has been targeted for redevelopment to include business and research
centers as well as other commercial and multi-family residential development. The IIA includes
the Innovation District which has been specifically targeted for bringing in high-tech business
and business research centers and promoting collaboration between those businesses and UF.
The area is being developed through partnership between the City of Gainesville, Gainesville
Regional Utilities (GRU) (owned by the City of Gainesville), University of Florida (UF), UF Health,
and private developers.
Buildout of the Innovation District alone area is expected to result in approximately 1.5 million
square feet of commercial space. A more detailed description of development activities that
have been completed and planned are provided in the answer to Item 1.G.
The sewer lines that will be replaced are critical because wastewater from the I-District IIA
flows through these lines. Because the area had historically been occupied with much lower
density development, the existing sewer infrastructure is not adequately sized to handle
additional growth in the area. Therefore, GRU has developed a master plan of proposed sewer
system capacity improvements that are needed to allow continued growth in the designated IDistrict IIA. GRU has completed several improvements already at a cost of $3 million. The IDistrict Sewer Capacity project will replace critical piping segments that receive flow from the IDistrict IIA area. As shown in Figure 1, the project includes the following:


Replacement of 1,725 ft of existing 15 inch gravity sewer lines with 24 inch lines ($1.5
million), anticipated completion 2021; and



Replacement of 650 ft of existing 24 inch gravity sewer lines with 36 inch lines ($1
million), anticipated completion 2021.

The project will provide needed sanitary sewer system capacity in order to allow continued
growth in the Innovation District and the I-District IIA.

1.B.
Figure 1 shows the location of the project which is in Gainesville, Florida in Alachua County.
The new 24 inch pipeline section starts at approximately 1121 SW 6th St and extends to the
west side of Main Street where it will connect into piping that GRU is currently installing under
Main Street at the South 1300 block. A new 36 inch pipeline will connect on the east side of
Main Street at the South 1300 block and will extend eastward to the Main Street Water
Reclamation Facility.
1.C.
Yes, it is owned by the City of Gainesville doing business as GRU.
1.D.
The pipeline is located within road rights-of-way and utility easements.
1.E.
Yes, the pipeline will be owned and operated by GRU which is owned by the City of Gainesville.
1.F.
No, the project will directly benefit all wastewater system customers that are upstream of
project, and will benefit the entire community by allowing further economic development.
1.G.
Figure 1 shows the I-District IIA that will be served by the project. The IIA encompasses 248
acres within the City of Gainesville and has been targeted for redevelopment. The Innovation
District is located within the IIA and has been specifically targeted to bring in high-tech
businesses and promote collaboration between these businesses and the University of Florida.
The Innovation District development anticipated to build out to 1.3 to 1.5 million square ft over
the next 20 years and is bringing in jobs from various technology related sectors, including
Enterprise Florida Targeted Industries such as infotech, life sciences, and financial/professional
services. The Innovation District is being developed through partnership between the City of
Gainesville, GRU (owned by the City), UF, UF Health, and private developers. Figure 2 shows
the long-term plan for the innovation district that was provided by UF.
The Innovation District development is adding economic diversity to Gainesville by bringing in
private industry and is providing jobs for people at various education levels. In addition to high
technology jobs, there will be a number of jobs supporting these high tech businesses.
Development within the throughout the larger I-District IIA also includes retail, restaurant, and
other commercial uses and multi-family residential development, all of which also provide jobs.
For additional information on the Innovation District development refer to:
http://infusionatinnovationsquare.com/benefits-of-uf-innovation-square.asp

The development that has already occurred since 2010 provides evidence that development
will continue in the Innovation District and the IIA if the sewer capacity project is completed.
Table 1 summarizes major commercial development projects completed since 2010. Since
2010, 379,000 square feet of commercial construction, not including multi-family residential,
has been constructed. Multi-family residential construction totaling 3,884 bedrooms has also
occurred since 2010. Table 2 includes major development projects in the IIA that are underway
and will be completed by 2020. Approximately 92,000 square feet of additional commercial
construction projects are either in the design phase or under construction and are anticipated
for completion by 2020. The commercial construction includes several business and research
centers including the UF Innovation Hub, Ayers Plaza, Ingenuity at Innovation Square, and
Nimbus (shown in Figure 1). Along with the high tech businesses, development for uses such as
housing, restaurants, retail, etc. that support these job centers is also occurring.
Table 1
Non-Residential Commercial Construction Completed in the I-District IIA Since 2010

Development
Ayers Plaza
Innovation Hub
Ingenuity
Innovation Hub 2.0
Nimbus
Target
The Standard
Publix
Continuum
McDonald's
Taco Bell
Total

Non-Residential
Building Area
(Square ft)
135,000
51,000
49,000
49,000
15,000
23,000
22,000
20,000
7,000
4,000
4,000
379,000

Table 2
Commercial Development Currently Underway in the I-District IIA
Development

MultiFamily
Bedrooms
800 Second
Cascades Apartments
119
Hub 2.0
555
Inception
168
The Hub on Campus
411
Total
1,253

Non-Residential
Building Area
(Square ft)
58,308
11,000
4,000
18,910
92,218

The number of jobs created can be estimated based on the square footage of commercial space
being developed. As shown in Table 2, projects underway will add approximately 92,000
square feet of commercial space within the next 2 years (this is over and above the 379,000
square ft already developed). Based on an assumption of approximately 4 jobs per 1,000
square ft, the projects underway would be expected to yield roughly 370 jobs. Over a 10 year
period we would expect significant additional development beyond this. However, since GRU is
not in direct control of job creation we are conservatively estimating 250 jobs over the next 10
years. The jobs created are expected to primarily be in the following NAICS classifications:
44-45
52
53
54
55
62
71
72

Retail Trade
Finance and Insurance
Real Estate Rental and Leasing
Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services
Management of Companies and Enterprises
Health Care and Social Assistance
Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation
Accommodation and Food Services

The proposed sanitary sewer capacity improvement project is necessary in order to allow
continued development and job creation in the I-District IIA. The Innovation District located
within the IIA is critical in providing high-tech and other professional jobs that will benefit the
local economy and also create service sector related jobs.
2.A.
The sanitary sewer capacity improvement project will commence construction in 2020 and will
be completed within 1 year.

2.B.
The project will include permits that are routinely required for pipeline work which include:
 FDEP wastewater construction permit
 FDEP Environmental Resource Permit or dewatering permit
 NPDES permit for erosion and sediment control
 City of Gainesville right of way permit
 City of Gainesville tree removal permit (may be required)
All of these permits are routine with sewer construction work. Permits take no more than 30
days to prepare and no more than 30 days for approval. Permitting will not be an obstacle to
constructing the project.
2.C.
Permits will be secured as part of the detailed design which will occur in 2019. As described
above, the routine permits involved are issued within 30 days or less of application.
2.D.
Construction will be in road rights of way and utility easements that are designated for utilities.
2.E.
No
2.F.
Detailed design for the project will commence upon grant receipt in 2019. Construction would
be initiated after design is complete.
2.G.
GRU will match 50% of the project cost. Total project cost is estimated at $2.5 million. GRU
would pay ½ and seek $1.25 million in grant funding.
2.H.
Letters of support will be provided by UF and by Trimark Properties, which is a private
developer doing work in the Innovation District.
4.C.
Under the City of Gainesville charter Part I. Article I. Section 3.06, Part (2) the General Manager
for Utilities shall be responsible and have exclusive management jurisdiction and control over
operating and financial affairs of the Utility System including, but not limited to, the planning,
development, production, purchase, sale, exchange, interchange, transmission and distribution
of all electricity; the planning, development, purchase, sale, exchange, interchange,
transmission and distribution of all natural gas; the planning, development, supply, treatment,

transmission, distribution and sale of all potable water; and the planning, development,
collection, treatment, disposal and billing of all wastewater now or hereafter provided by the
city. Anthony Cunningham is the Water/Wastewater officer who has been designated by the
General Manager for the operations of the water and wastewater systems and is authorized to
submit grant applications.

Figure 1: Gainesville I-District Sewer Capacity Project

¯

I-District Infrastructure Improvement Area (IIA)

Hub 2.0
Target
Publix
The
Standard

Taco
Bell

McDonald's

UNIVERSITY AVE

Inception

Hub on Campus
Ayers Plaza
Infinity Hall

Social
28 North

University of Florida

Social
28 South

Innovation
Hub

I-District

Lyon's Corner

Ingenuity

Cascades Apartments

Laurel Vue

Woodbury Row

SW 13TH ST

Continuum

800 Second

Innovation
Hub 2.0

Lyncourt
Square

Nimbus

Downtown
Gainesville

Savion
Park

Avenyl
Solaria

Tuscana

Replace existing 15" sanitary
sewer pipeline with 24"

Replace existing 24" sanitary
sewer pipeline with 36"
0

0.13

0.25 Miles

I-District

Future Construction

Development Since 2010 Sanitary Sewer Improvements
Commercial
Residential
Both

Piper Diameter (in)
24
36

Disclaimer:

The data depicted on this map has been prepared
exclusively for the internal use of The City of Gainesville,
Gainesville Regional Utilities, which assumes no liability
for errors, or omissions in the information on the map.
No other person may rely upon its accuracy for any
purpose, nor should any person use the information
displayed in lieu of strict compliance with applicable provisions
of Chapter 556, Florida Statutes. Further information may be
obtained by contacting the Water/Wastewater Engineering
Department at (352) 334-3400 ext. 1653.

Figure 2: I-District Development Plan
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