Florida Early Care and Education Professional Development Initiative

FLORIDA CORE COMPETENCIES FOR
EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION PRACTITIONERS
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Florida Early Care and Education Professional Development Initiative

Florida Core Competencies for Early Care and Education Practitioners

Tier I Tier IT Tier III Tier IV
A. Have thorough 1. Follow 8. Discuss health, 16.Ensure the availability of 21. Assess violations of
knowledge of rules and regulations for the safety and emetgency regulations
regulations release of children nutritional needs of supplies/equipment and according to a
to authorized young children demonstrate use on professional Code
persons 9. Display instructions regularly scheduled basis of Ethics
2. Follow posted for emergency 17.Maintain proficiency in 22. Assist with revision
emergency procedures that can emergency regulations and of program
procedures be understood by procedures, and train on regulations and
3. Identify signs of children and adults regularly scheduled basis standards according
child abuse and 10.Maintain emergency | 18.Assist with development to need
neglect and report supplies and and implementation of 23. Assess policies and
according to equipment internal procedures for procedures for
guidelines 11.Verbalize, practice, children and adults effective
4. Follow and adhere to suspected of communicable compliance with all
procedures for emergency, illness diseases as defined by state applicable health
administering and and communicable statute and rule and safety
storing diseases, injury 19. Assist staff and family regulations
medications response, and members in recognizing 24 .FEvaluate the
5. Follow transportation and reporting abuse and relationship
procedures for procedures and neglect between regulations
maintaining a list safety drills for staff | 20.Modify instruction, and program quality
of children in the and children, environment, and/or 25. Evaluate facility for
classroom who including those with procedures to ensure the meeting local, state,
have food disabilities safety of children with and national
allergies 12.Monitor staff/child special needs standards
6. Identify signs of ratios
suspected 13.Ensute that
communicable state/federal
diseases and/or mandated child
atypical behaviors abuse and neglect
that may indicate regulations are
illness, and report followed
accordingly 14.Ensure
7. Complete daily confidentiality of
health checks on health records and
children and adhere to children's
record any health requirements
concerns to share as defined by state
with families codes
15.Ensure that
procedures for
health referrals and
reporting to
families/guardians
are followed
B. Design, maintain, 1. Recognize safe 8. Prepare safe 10.Plan and monitor safe and 13. Analyze
and assess safe and unsafe use of environments that sanitary environments, environmental
environments indoor/outdoor maximize the inside/outside design and
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Devel opnent

Initiative

Tier I

Tier I1

Tier IIT

Tier IV

equipment and
facilities and
respond
accordingly

. Respond to

children’s injuries
and report to
appropriate staff
member

. Follow program

policies designed
to address health
and safety
corrective
measures

. Maintain a clean,

safe, and clutter-
free environment
including safe
equipment and
toys

independence and
inclusion of children
with differing
abilities

. Teach age-

appropriate safety
precautions and
rules to children,
and enforce rules
consistently

. Document

children's injuries
and notify
families/guardians

. Understand and

follow guidelines to
ensure the safety of
the physical
environment,
including proper
function and use of
safety equipment

. Know how to access

family contact
numbers in case of
emergency

11.Modify indoor and outdoor
activities to maximize the
independence and inclusion
of children of differing
abilities

12.Practice classroom
management strategies that
minimize hurtful behaviors
among children

maintenance efforts,
and implement
strategies for
improving
environmental

safety

14. Articulate, evaluate,

and apply current
theory, research,
and policy on
environmental
safety

15.Evaluate centet's

philosophy and
policies for
appropriate actions
for guiding
children's behavior
that may become
dangerous or
hurtful to others

C. Respond to
children’s health needs

. Follow

appropriate hand-
washing
requirement/
procedures,
including use of
Universal
Precautions, for
self and children

. Discuss, model,

and practice age-
appropriate health
and safety
procedures with
children

. Maintain a clean,

sanitary
environment,
including toys,
equipment, and
furniture

. Recognize signs and

symptoms of
common childhood
health problems,
and refer
accordingly

. Model, monitor, and

encourage healthy
behaviors, including
Universal
Precautions

. Talk with and

provide health
resource
information to
families

. Implement

curriculum activities
emphasizing healthy
bodies, active
lifestyles, and a safe
environment

8. Integrate knowledge of

health issues common to
infants, toddlers and young
children into program
procedures

9. Prepare and implement

health plans for children
with special needs

10.Plan and conduct safe field
trips

11.

Evaluate policies
and procedures to
ensure a healthy
environment on the
premises and on

field trips

12.Collaborate with

community health
care professionals to
ensure that the
health needs of
children are met

18. Act as a resource

and advocate for
public education for
prevention of child
abuse and neglect

14.1dentify causes of

stress and trauma
and assess children's
resiliency and need
for services

18. Articulate, evaluate,

and apply current
theory and research
on health practices

16.Promote physically

active and safe life
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Florida Early Care and Education Professional Devel opnent Initiative
Tier I Tier IT Tier III Tier IV
styles

D. Promote Good
Nutrition

Assist children
during meals and
cooking sessions

. Follow

procedures for
children with
special food needs
and/or allergies
Identify and
attend to the
nutritional needs
of children
Provide a relaxed,
positive and social
atmosphere
during meal times
Follow guidelines
for sanitation
practices and safe

6. Plan and implement
age-appropriate
nutrition education
experiences with
children, taking into
account cultural
considerations

7. Maintain records of
nutritional intake for
infants, toddlers,
and children with
special needs

8. Provide
opportunities and
reinforcement for
children's practice of
healthy nutritional
choices

9.

Plan and evaluate menus
following USDA guidelines
and including ethnic foods

10.Understand and know how

to make adaptations and
use adaptive equipment for
a wide range of special
needs

11. Evaluate policies
and procedures that
support a safe and
nutritious food
program, and
implement
accordingly

12. Articulate, evaluate,
and apply theory,
research, and policy
on nutritional
choices and
practices

food handling
Content Area 2: Child Development and Learning

appropriate, for referral and
further assessment in
conjunction with family
members

A. Know and 1. Recognize that 4. Distinguish among 6. Assess children’s 9. Analyze current
understand children’s children develop the different child temperaments and develop developments in the
characteristics and at different rates developmental individual learning plans field, including new
needs and have different domains based on differences in research, theory,

temperaments (corresponding to temperament and best practices

that may affect the 7. Observe, determine, and 10.Compare and

their learning record tisk factors, delays, contrast how major

2. Practice respect or differences in abilities historical and

for cultural ) which may indicate a need current child

diversity and the 5. Identify different for special services development

uniqueness of temperaments and 8. Apply comprehensive theories impact the

each child learning styles knowledge of prominent practice of early

3. Identify and child development theories childhood education

describe basic to planning and practice

developmental

milestones
B. Know and 1. Identify and 3. Assist in adapting 5. Modify environments and 8. Plan and implement
understand the respond to environments and experiences to meet the curriculum to
similarities and similarities and expetiences to meet individual needs of all include all children
differences between differences the individual needs children 9. Understand and
children who are among children of all children 6. Adapt and modify activities know how to make
developing typically 2. Encourage and 4. Plan activities to to support and meet the adaptations and
and atypically support promote positive needs of children with modifications for a

independence for relationships among special needs wide variety of

all children all children 7. Recommend children, as special needs

10.Include family input
in planning activities
and environments
that include all
children
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Tier I Tier I1 Tier III Tier IV
C. Know and . Demonstrate . Explain how 7. Examine how major 9. Evaluate policies
understand the respect for all cultural differences influences affect brain and practices
multiple influences on children and their may affect behavior development and learning needed to support
development and families and development 8. Assess and provide and meet the
learning . Identify variations . Summarize the information on resources specific needs of

in rates of growth
and development

major influences
that impact
children's behaviors
and interactions

. Understand that

children with special
needs may require
additional or
adapted strategies to
be successful

. Partner with families

and consult with
professionals to
supportt the growth
and development of
children

and services for all children

individual children

10.Integrate

11.

information on
major influences,
growth and
development, and
learning patterns of
individuals and
groups, to improve
classroom practice
Analyze and relate
theories, research,
and issues relevant
to child growth and
development for
use by colleagues,
families, and
communities

D. Use developmental
knowledge to create
healthy, respectfil,
supportive, and
challenging early
learning environments

. Recognize that

children learn
through play

. Respond and

interact positively
with all children
and reinforce
appropriate
and/or expected
behaviors

. Encourage and

support
independence in
all children

. Provide a warm,

caring, and
responsive
environment whete
children initiate and
extend their learning
through play

. Encourage activities

that foster
communication,
problem solving,
creativity and self-
confidence

. Motivate children to

learn through
activities that
address all domains
of development

. Practice appropriate

expectations of
individual children
according to
developmental level,
strengths, and needs

. Describe how

cultural differences
affect interactions
between adults and
between adults and
children

9. Design supportive,
motivating, and nurturing
environments that
demonstrate respect for
cultural, linguistic,
developmental and learning
style differences and rates
across all developmental
domains

10. Assist families to
understand principles of
child growth, development,
and learning

11.Participate in staff
development opportunities
that enhance understanding
of child development and
learning for children that
are developing typically and
for children with special
needs

12. Assess program

responsiveness to
children's need for
warm, caring
relationships with
adults and with their
peers

18.Evaluate and refine

goals and practices,
curriculum
experience,
inclusion of
families, and design
of the physical
space for evidence
of application of
developmental
theories and
principles

14. Analyze personal

and professional
perspectives or
biases in
interpreting and
applying
developmental
theories and
practices to
interactions with
children and
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Tier I Tier 11 Tier IIT Tier IV
families and
program planning

Content Area 3: Building Family and Community Relations
A. Know about and 1. 4. % 8. 10.
understand family and
community 2.
characteristics (
$
( 9.
5. (
3. &
11.
6.
12.#
7 *
) *
B. Support and 1. 2 5. # 8. ' 12.
empower families
through respectfil, 2.
reciprocal 13.#
relationships $
6.
3. 9. #(
$
$ 10. 14.%
4.
$
1. 11. *
) 15.%
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Tier I Tier 11 Tier IIT Tier IV
)
C. Develop 1. 3 4, 8. ' * 11.%
collaborative
partnerships with
families and $ 9.
communities to
optimize child growth | 2,
and development 12.
5.
10.%
3. |
/.0
# '
6 I# 0
13.4
7. %
$
)
14.3
15.%
Content Area 4: Teaching & Learning Environments and Interactions
A. Connect with 1., $ 6. , 10. 13..
children and families
through positive and
supportive
relationships 2. & 5 * *
11.&
$ $
3.
12.,

July 2009 11



Florida Early Care and Education Professional Development Initiative

Tier I Tier I1 Tier III Tier IV
14.
. &
#
B. Use , 7. 9. %
developmentally
appropriate practice $
. H#(
8. %
10.-
$
* *
C. Use . 4 8. 12.
developmentally
appropriate guidance
strategies . %
*
9.
13.#
(
10.,
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Tier I Tier I1 Tier ITI Tier IV
$
11..
1. 14.
(
/ 15.-
D. Design a learning 5. 11 17.%
environment that
promotes positive
outcomes for children 12.
(
18."
13.
6.
14.%
19.
15.3
+!
# .
[#'0
' [/ .'0
1. 20.%
) 16.,
8. (
9. ' 21.'
10.,
22.
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Tier I

Tier IT

Tier III

Tier IV

Content Area 5: Curriculum

A. Understand content | 1. 3. Demonstrate 5. Include family priorities and | 9. Explain the
knowledge in early knowledge of the individual child interests in developmental
childhood education Florida Birth to Five Florida Birth to Five curriculum planning curticulum within
Learning and Learning and 6. Recognize core and across content
Developmental Developmental foundational concepts that areas, and the
Standards for Standards content build toward later learning relationship
children at areas including 7. Examine different ways in between eatlier and
various ages language, literacy, which children construct later learning
2. Describe young math, science, social knowledge 10.Integrate the Florida
children's studies, art, music, 8. Plan and implement Birth to Five Learning
emerging skills drama, and activities and experiences to and Developmental
movement support all children's Standards in
4. Demonstrate attainment of the Florida curriculum planning
knowledge of the Birth to Five 1earning and 11. Analyze and apply
importance of Developmental Standards current research on
integrating content content areas in
areas across the early childhood
early childhood 12. Implement
curriculum curriculum changes
based upon child
assessments and
program
assessments
B. Design and 1. Closely supervise | 3. Recognize 9. Integrate physical 12.Evaluate the
implement a and interact with characteristics at development activities effectiveness of
curriculum to support children during each stage of across curriculum areas physical
physical health and physical activities physical 10. Adapt physical activities development
motor development 2. Assist with fine development accotding to child activities
and gross motor 4. Select physical assessments and children's 13. Articulate, evaluate,
skill development activities and special needs and apply current
activities indoors equipment that 11.Design and implement theory and research
and outdoors promote children's outdoor activities to extend on promoting
individual cognitive, classroom learnjng physical
creative, and experiences development
language growth as 14.Understand the
well as motor skills importance of
and sensory sensory integration,
development its impact on
5. Plan a balance of children's ability to
active and quiet time learn, and identify
6. Plan opportunities sensory integration
to develop eye-hand suppotts and
coordination resources
7. Review and follow
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Florida Early Care and Education Prof essi onal

Devel opnent

Initiative

Tier I

Tier I1

Tier IIT

Tier IV

environment and
activity guidelines to
ensure safety of
children with special
needs

8. Identify potential
environmental
hazards and risks
and take corrective
actions

C. Design and
Implement a
curriculum to support
social and emotional
development

. Engage in

communication
and develop
individual
relationships with
children

. Foster positive

interactions
among children

. Support children's

participation in
age and ability

appropriate group
activities

. Encourage age

appropriate
emotional
expression

. Identify ways

young children
express and
communicate
both verbally and
non-verbally

6. Provide children
with many
opportunities to
participate in age-
appropriate
cooperative play

1. Model appropriate
interactions when
young children
display emotions

8. Help children
through periods of
stress, separation
and transition

9. Facilitate the social
inclusion of all
children

10.Plan and implement
activities for smooth
transition from one
activity to another

11.Guide children in
expressing their feelings
and asserting themselves in
positive ways

12.Guide children through
problem-solving and
conflict resolution
situations

13.Recommend and facilitate,
when necessary, further

screening and assessment
of children

14.Develop a
curriculum that
assures a secure
base from which
children can explore

15. Apply theory and
current research to
create a community
in the classroom
that fosters social
and emotional
development

16.Understand and
promote emergence
of prosocial skills
and behaviors
among children

17.Understand the
effects of disability
and high-risk
status on social and
emotional
development

18. Access approptiate
professional
interventions as
needed in
coordination with
supervisors and
families

D. Design and
Implement a
curriculum to support
cognitive development
and general knowledge

. Ask children

relevant open-
ended questions
about their
surroundings and
actively listen to
their responses

. Encourage child-

centered play that
takes into account
the interests of
children

6. Select and
implement activities
and opportunities
that encourage
curiosity,
exploration, and
problem-solving
appropriate to the
developmental levels
and learning styles
of all children

7. Select and

10.Plan activities and
opportunities for exploring
math, science, social
studies, and creative
expression using an
integrated curriculum
approach

11.Design activities that
promote children’s thinking
and life skill development
such as decision making,
problem-solving, and

13. Assess learning
styles of children
and plan variations
in learning
opportunities
accordingly

14. Adapt teaching
styles to children’s
learning styles

15.Evaluate curriculum
and experiences to
promote the
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Florida Early Care and Education Professional Devel opnent Initiative
Tier I Tier IT Tier IIT Tier IV
. Provide implement activities constructing their own creative expression

opportunities to
develop
mathematical and
scientific thinking
through use of
manipulatives,
tools, blocks,
puzzles, sensory
activities and
sequencing
activities

. Understand

difference
between a focus
on ‘process versus
product’ and plan
activities
appropriately

. Provide a variety

of materials
including
materials that can
be manipulated
and used in a
variety of ways to
encourage
imagination and
creativity

and opportunities
for exploring math,
science, social
studies, and eatly
literacy using an
integrated

curriculum approach
. Demonstrate

awareness of
common resources
and materials that
support cognitive
development

. Support children's

exploration of
different media
including language,
technology, music,
dramatic play, and
art

knowledge

12.Encourage and integrate
creative expression
throughout the curriculum

of all children

E. Design and
Implement a
curriculum to support
language and literacy
development

. Provide formal

and informal
book reading
experiences that
encourage both
listening and
talking

. Use age

appropriate
techniques to
support language
and literacy such
as reading,
singing, talking,
labeling, and word
and picture
recognition

. Help children use

words or
communication
devices to express
their thoughts

. Model

appropriate
speech and

. Encourage and

support children's
communication
interactions with
one another in a
variety of ways

. Provide a print rich

environment in the
classroom,
providing
opportunities for
children to see
writing and to use
beginning writing
skills

. Implement book

reading experiences
to support learning
goals for children

. Demonstrate

awareness of
common resources
and materials that

support language
and literacy

11.Use concrete experiences
and play to extend language
and literacy development

12.Plan and implement
language experiences and
activities throughout the
day

13.Understand typical and
atypical language
acquisition skills of children
who are learning two or
more languages and
implement curriculum
supports

14.Collaborate with specialists,
as needed, to address
individual language and
literacy needs

15.Evaluate the
effectiveness of
language and
literacy curriculum
and modify as
needed

16.Plan, implement,
and evaluate
activities for English
language learners

17.Know and
understand language
and emergent
literacy theories and
strategies

18.Integrate language,
literacy, and writing
activities across all
aspects of the
curriculum

19.Know and
understand effects
of various
disabilities on
language and early
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Tier I Tier IT Tier III Tier IV

listening 10. Desctribe typical and literacy
techniques atypical language development

. Respect other

languages and
support English
language learners

abilities of infants,
toddlers, and
preschoolers

F. Design and
Implement a
curriculum to support
positive approaches to
learning

Content Area 6: Observing, Documenting, Screening, and Assessing to Support Young

. Encourage

children to try
new activities

. Show interest in

children's ideas
and choices

3. Engage children in
problem-solving and
decision-making

4. Support children's
exploration of
different media
including language,
music, dramatic
play, and art

5. Plan a variety of
choices for children

. Encourage and integrate

creative expression
throughout the curriculum

. Develop cutriculum and

activities to promote
curiosity

. Provide ample time for

sustained activities to
encourage persistence and
use of planning skills

9. Ewvaluate
curriculum,
environment, and
experiences to
promote an interest
in learning among
all children and
support positive
approaches to
learning

10.Create and evaluate
opportunities for
families to
undetstand
approaches to
learning

11.Evaluate curriculum
for promotion of
curiosity,
persistence and
creativity

Children and Their

Families

A. Understand the
goals, benefits,
purposes, and uses of
screenings and
assessments

5. #(

10.,

12..
) .
[# 0
/"0

13.%

14,
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Tier I Tier IT Tier III Tier IV
(
15.%
B. Know about and use | 1. % 10.#
observation,
documentation, and
other appropriate
assessment tools and "
approaches
11.
$ $
12.'
13.%
C. Understand and . & , 11.
practice responsible
screening and
assessment
$ 12.%
. %
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Tier I Tier I1 Tier III Tier IV
10.
6. &
$
D. Know about 89. :9 <92 >9
assessment
partnerships with
families and other /
professionals / :9
=9.
8.
2., 879
5.
$
889

Content Area 7: Professionalism

A. Identify with the 1. 5. 8. . 11.&
early childhood field
6. @ @
2. 9. %
12.%
1., 10.#(
3.
13.#
4. "
14."
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Tier I Tier 11 Tier III Tier IV
B. Know about and 1. 6. 9. % 14.
uphold ethical
standards and other #
professional guidelines * 7. " 10.' #
2.
8. 11. 15.%
3. #(
# 12." 16.%
/ 99A%+B
# 0
13.% 17.%
4. &
5.
*
C. Engage in ongoing, | 1. 3., 7. 10.#
Interactive learning to *
Inform practice
4. % *
2. # 8.
11.
9. 2
5. 3 *
12."
6. A
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Tier I

Tier I1

Tier IIT

Tier IV

D. Integrate

9.
knowledgeable, (
reflective, and critical
perspectives on early . &
childhood education
*
*
. & 10.#
11.#
n (
12..
E. Engage in informed | 1. % . & . #( 9. %
advocacy for children,
families, communities,
and the profession
. %
10.
' !
11.
12."
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