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Florida Job Growth Infrastructure Application
City of Tampa, Florida – West River Riverwalk – Additional Responses to Questions

Response to Question 1A
Provide the title and a detailed description of the public infrastructure improvements.
The West River Riverwalk Project focuses on completing three segments of a 2.1-mile
continuous riverwalk along the west bank of the Hillsborough River from the Martin Luther King
Community Center to Bayshore Boulevard. This riverwalk will complement the highly
successful 2.6-mile Tampa Riverwalk on the east side of the river in downtown Tampa. Funds
provided through the Florida Job Growth Grant Fund will be used to complete the unfinished
segments of the West River Riverwalk and activate the waterfront. Specifically, the funds will be
used to:
•

Blake and Stewart Riverwalk Segments – Construct a 0.91 mile riverwalk in the West
River community. This portion of the Riverwalk is comprised of the Stewart Trail (0.65
miles) and Blake Trail (0.41 miles) segments. Both segments are ready to proceed upon
receipt of funding.

•

Brorein Street Riverwalk Segment – Complete a 0.02 mile over-the-water riverwalk
segment at Brorein Street to link the West River Riverwalk to Bayshore Boulevard.

When complete, the project will create a vibrant, pedestrian-oriented walkway that will
connect the neighborhoods on the west side of the river to the broader downtown community,
creates incentives for long-term economic revitalization, and provides a recreational and social
amenity for residents of all ages.
The West River Riverwalk Project is located along the west side of the Hillsborough River
from Bayshore Boulevard to just south of Columbus Drive (Figure 1). The City of Tampa owns
the land where the Blake and Stewart Riverwalk Segments will be constructed. Both segments
are ready for design and construction. The Brorein Street Segment extends over the water and
the City will own and control that facility. The City of Tampa will be responsible for the
maintenance and upkeep of the segments.
Figure 1 shows the entire 2.1-mile West River Riverwalk from the Martin Luther King
Community Center to Bayshore Boulevard. The Riverwalk is comprised of the following
segments:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stewart Segment
Blake Segment
Julian B. Lane Riverfront Park Segment
Tampa Prep Segment
University of Tampa Segment
Plant Park to Related Condos Segment
Related Condos Segment
Brorein Street Over The Water Segment
Tony Janus Park-Bayshore Blvd Segment

0.50 Miles
0.41 Miles
0.30 Miles
0.11 Miles
0.25 Miles
0.27 Miles
0.09 Miles
0.02 Miles
0.19 Miles
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Planned (included in this funding request)
Planned (included in this funding request)
Under construction (May 2018 completion)
Planned
Complete
Planned (via Developer Agreement)
Under construction
Planned (included in this funding request)
Complete
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Response to Question 1E
Provide a detailed explanation of how the public infrastructure improvements will connect to
a broader economic development vision for the community and benefit additional current or
future businesses.
In 2012, Tampa’s Mayor Bob Buckhorn launched a major initiative to revitalize the City’s
urban core. Called “InVision Tampa”, the redevelopment plan established a blueprint for the
redevelopment of the downtown area. Central to the strategy is making the Hillsborough River
the center of the community, rather than the historically viewed edge of downtown. The first
step in this strategy was to complete the Tampa Riverwalk, a 2.6 mile continuous pedestrian
walkway around the Central Business District. In concert with this public improvement, new
public and private investments have been made that have transformed the Tampa Riverwalk
into a regional and national attractor.
Building upon the success of the Tampa Riverwalk, in 2014 the City turned its attention to
the west side of the Hillsborough River. The West River Riverwalk will connect the parks, public
spaces and developments along the west bank of the river, exactly in the same manner as the
Tampa Riverwalk does on the east bank. When finished the West River Riverwalk and the
Tampa Riverwalk will connect and unify both sides of the river, creating new jobs, promoting
new development and transforming into the true center of the community, consistent with the
vision established in the “InVision Tampa” center city plan.
Response to Question 1F
Provide a detailed description of, and quantitative evidence demonstrating, how the
proposed public infrastructure project will promote economic recovery, diversification or
enhancement of targeted industries.
The proposed project is located in an area historically known as West Tampa. In 2015, a
Community Redevelopment Area was established in West Tampa for the purpose of
encouraging new private investment, stimulating new businesses and jobs and creating a more
livable community. The construction of the West Riverwalk was identified as one of the projects
that would support the revitalization of the community.
Based on the 203 estimated jobs created for the Kennedy Boulevard over-the-water
segment of the Tampa Riverwalk completed in 2017, it is estimated that West River Riverwalk
Project will generate over 100 jobs.
When complete, the project will fuel continued redevelopment, private investment and
new business creation. A prime example is the Tampa Riverwalk. Since 2012, more than 1,000
dwelling units have been completed or are under construction, with 2,400 additional dwelling
units planned or announced. More than $3 billion of new investment has been announced just
for the Water Street Tampa project along the southern portion of the Tampa Riverwalk. In
addition, almost weekly, there are large, regional festivals along the Tampa Riverwalk attracting
thousands to the downtown area.
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The same building blocks for business and job creation are in place along the west side of
the Hillsborough River. All that is needed is the connection to link pedestrian and economic
activity together. For example:
•

West River Development - The City and Tampa Housing Authority have launched a joint
$700 million redevelopment of the West River Community to transform 821 public
housing units into a 2,400 mixed-income, mixed-use community. The first housing
developments will begin construction in mid-2018.

•

Julian B. Lane Riverfront Park - In 2016, the $35.6 million construction began on the 23acre Julian B. Lane Riverfront Park along the Hillsborough River. This park will act as a
regional park attracting thousands to the waterfront.

•

University of Tampa – With an enrollment of nearly 9,000 students, the University of
Tampa has grown into a major economic center located along the river. The University
continues to expand enrollments and facilities.

•

Lafayette Place – In 2017, the City of Tampa approved plans for the 40-story Lafayette
Tower with 12 floors of hotel rooms and 24 floors of offices, plus retail. The tower will
be connected by a skybridge to Lafayette Parkview, a neighboring 26-story tower with
high-end residential, retail and a parking garage.

•

Related Condos – Currently under construction are 400 condo units by the Related
Group to be completed in 2018.

•

Bayshore Boulevard – At 4.5 miles in length, Bayshore Boulevard is the world’s longest
continuous sidewalk in the world. The West River Riverwalk will connect directly to this
facility once the Brorein Street Riverwalk Segment is completed.

Response to Question 2J
Does the project have a local match amount?
The City of Tampa will provide a match of $1,212,000 in the form of the estimated value of
the land that will be used for the Blake & Stewart Trails. This estimate is based on 5.8 acres with
a recent appraisal by the Tampa Housing Authority which set an estimated value of $209,000
per acre.
Response to Question 2K
Provide any additional information or attachments to be considered for this proposal.
The maps and illustrations beginning on Page 5 show the project location, concept and
details in support of this application for funding.
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Response to Question 3C
Provide a detailed budget narrative including the timing and steps necessary to complete the
project.
The West River Riverwalk Project will be completed through the following two sub-projects.
The total duration of the project is estimated at 36 months.
• Riverwalk Project – The riverwalk is comprised of the Blake Trail and Stewart Trail
segments. Preliminary designs have been produced for both segments. These projects
are ready to proceed upon receipt of funding. Final design, construction and permitting
would be completed in 15 months. Total estimated cost: $1,500,000.
• Brorein Street Underpass – The construction of the Brorein Street underpass is ready to
proceed once funds are awarded. Final design, permitting and construction would be
completed within 36 months. Total estimated cost: $3,500,000.
Response to Question 4B
Please find below the City of Tampa Regular Council meeting schedule for the next 6 months.
April 19, 2018
May 3, 2018
May 17, 2018
June 7, 2018
June 28, 2018
July 19, 2018
August 2, 2018
August 23, 2018
September 6, 2018
September 20, 2018
October 4, 2018
October 18, 2018
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Stewart Segment

Blake Segment

Julian B. Lane Riverfront
Park Segment

Tampa Prep Segment

University of Tampa Segment

Plant Park to
Related Condos

Funds from the Florida Job Growth Infrastructure
Program would be used to construct the Stewart,
Blake, Tampa Prep and Brorein Street Riverwalk
Segments.
Related Condos
Segment

The Julian B. Lane Riverfront Park and Related
Condos Segments are under construction and will
be completed in 2018.
The Plant Park to Related Condos segment will be
completed by a private developer under terms of a
developer agreement.

Brorein Street
Segment

Tony Janus
Park Segment
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Artist Rendering of the Stewart Riverwalk Segment and Waterfront Park

Left Image: Current view of the waterfront which is
currently closed to pedestrian use and access.
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Brorein Street Over-The-Water Segment
The image below shows an over-the-water pedestrian connection on the east side of the Hillsborough River. Funds requested from
the Florida Job Growth Infrastructure Program would be used to construct a similar over-the-water connection on the west side of
the river to create a continuous pedestrian connection from Bayshore Boulevard to the West River Community.

Construct similar connection here
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Brorein Street Over-The-Water Segment
This image shows the construction detail of the Brorein over-the-water segment existing on the east side of the river. The plan calls
for constructing a similar connection on the west side of the river.
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West River Redevelopment Plan
This map shows the proposed redevelopment plan for the
West River Community, replacing the 821 public housing
units with a 2,200 mixed income community. Also shows
are the Stewart and Blake Riverwalk Segments

Stewart Trail

Blake Trail
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Artist Rendering of the West River Community
This rendering shows the full transformation of the West River Community from a poverty stricken distressed area to a mixedincome, mixed-use neighborhood.
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Tampa Riverwalk Images
Below are images of the of the activity typically seen along the Tampa Riverwalk. A similar level of pedestrian and economic
activity is expected along the West River Riverwalk.
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