
Excerpts from Section 163.3178, Coastal Management   

 

(1) The Legislature recognizes there is significant interest in the resources of the coastal zone 

of the state. Further, the Legislature recognizes that, in the event of a natural disaster, the state 

may provide financial assistance to local governments for the reconstruction of roads, sewer 

systems, and other public facilities. Therefore, it is the intent of the Legislature that local 

government comprehensive plans restrict development activities where such activities would 

damage or destroy coastal resources, and that such plans protect human life and limit public 

expenditures in areas that are subject to destruction by natural disaster. 

 

(2) Each coastal management element required by s. 163.3177(6)(g) shall be based on studies, 

surveys, and data; be consistent with coastal resource plans prepared and adopted pursuant to 

general or special law; and contain:  

 

(9)(a) A proposed comprehensive plan amendment shall be found in compliance with state 

coastal high-hazard provisions if:  

 

1. The adopted level of service for out-of-county hurricane evacuation is 

maintained for a category 5 storm event as measured on the Saffir-Simpson scale; 

or 

 

2. A 12-hour evacuation time to shelter is maintained for a category 5 storm 

event as measured on the Saffir-Simpson scale and shelter space reasonably 

expected to accommodate the residents of the development contemplated by a 

proposed comprehensive plan amendment is available; or 

 

3. Appropriate mitigation is provided that will satisfy subparagraph 1. or 

subparagraph 2. Appropriate mitigation shall include, without limitation, payment 

of money, contribution of land, and construction of hurricane shelters and 

transportation facilities. Required mitigation may not exceed the amount required 

for a developer to accommodate impacts reasonably attributable to development. 

A local government and a developer shall enter into a binding agreement to 

memorialize the mitigation plan. 

 

(b) For those local governments that have not established a level of service for out-of-

county hurricane evacuation by July 1, 2008, by following the process in paragraph (a), 

the level of service shall be no greater than 16 hours for a category 5 storm event as 

measured on the Saffir-Simpson scale. 

 

(c) This subsection shall become effective immediately and shall apply to all local 

governments. No later than July 1, 2008, local governments shall amend their future land 

use map and coastal management element to include the new definition of coastal high-

hazard area and to depict the coastal high-hazard area on the future land use map. 
 
History.—s. 7, ch. 85-55; s. 8, ch. 86-191; s. 24, ch. 87-224; s. 7, ch. 93-206; s. 899, ch. 95-147; s. 11, ch. 96-320; s. 

65, ch. 99-251; s. 2, ch. 2005-157; s. 2, ch. 2006-68; s. 4, ch. 2009-85; s. 44, ch. 2010-102; s. 14, ch. 2011-139. 
1
Note.—Section 478, ch. 2011-142, repealed s. 20.18, which created the Department of Community Affairs. 
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